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How to Map the Test Framework to Courses Taken 
 
Most MTLE tests consist of two subtests that are taken separately. The Minnesota NES Essential 
Academic Skills and Elementary Education tests consist of three subtests. Each subtest assesses the 
knowledge and skills of identified subareas. Subareas are domains of knowledge and skills that structure 
the subtest content for both test preparation and score reporting. Each subarea within a subtest is 
further divided by test objectives which are broad, meaningful statements of the knowledge and skills 
important to the job of an educator in Minnesota public schools. For specific information about the 
structure of each test please refer to the test frameworks. 

Mapping the test framework to courses taken is an activity designed to help candidates analyze their 
readiness to take the MTLE tests by evaluating whether the course work they have completed covers the 
knowledge and skills assessed. As a candidate for educator licensure, you may wish to complete the 
following steps to aid in your test preparation. A sample completed worksheet is provided on page 2. 

 On the MTLE website, navigate to the online worksheet by first selecting Tests then choosing your 
test and selecting Preparation Materials from the side navigation. In the preparation materials table, 
click the link to the online worksheet. 

 Review your records of the courses you have taken to date. Enter each relevant course as a column 
heading on the worksheet.  
 
You may also print out a blank worksheet, and complete it manually with a pen or pencil. 

 Review each test objective to determine whether these courses covered the knowledge and skills 
identified by each test objective. You may wish to review the complete test framework for the 
field, which can be found on the MTLE website, and use the descriptive statements for each test 
objective to guide this activity. 

If the knowledge and skills tested by an objective are covered by the course, mark the appropriate 
box. Leave boxes blank to indicate content not covered. See the following page for an illustration of 
how to complete the worksheet. 

 When the worksheet is complete, print it or save it locally as a PDF. You will then be able to access 
your completed worksheet offline, either as a printout or as a PDF saved to your local machine. 

 Now you may evaluate your preparedness or ask your academic advisor to review the worksheet 
with you to determine whether you have completed sufficient course work to be prepared to test. 

http://www.mtle.nesinc.com/
http://www.mtle.nesinc.com/
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